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Welcome!
It doesn’t seem that long ago that my wife and I were packing up our home and heading round the M25 to come and live in West 
Horsley. We were invited to do an interview for this magazine so that the village could start to get to know the new Rector and his 
family…and now we are here and I am writing my first ‘Welcome’ piece.

We have been here six months and feel very settled into the village already. We were warmly welcomed with cakes and suppers over 
our first few days and since then we have been trying to get to know people and put down some roots. West Horsley is a fantastic 
community to be a part of and we look forward to many years here. I have enjoyed getting out on my bike a little more, measuring 
my fitness against the hills of Staple Lane, Crocknorth Road and White Down Lane (the last of which sadly defeated me!).

I am writing this on a sunny August day but, by the time this comes through your letterbox, children will have started a new term at 
school and we will be looking ahead to autumn. As Christians, we mark a number of events during the year that guide us through 
the seasons; Mothering Sunday, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Christmas remind us that the year is not just governed by Hallmark 
Cards’ next commercial opportunity.

Peter Davies considers what Harvest should mean for us today in his article overleaf and this autumn we would love to welcome you 
to our Harvest family service of celebration and lunch on 25 September. At the service we will take a collection of non-perishable 
food to help alleviate food poverty in this area. We may look like a prosperous village but there is real need here in our locality. 

Sundays such as Harvest are waymarkers in the year but, here at St Mary’s, each and every Sunday is meaningful as  
we gather together to worship God, encourage each other in our faith and seek to be good news to our village.

Louise and I look forward to meeting many more of you over the coming weeks and months  
either at one of our regular services or events, or perhaps on the school run or commute.
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This Harvest ... B Y  P E T E R  D A V I E S

You are invited to join us ...

St Mary’s Church Office: Pat Davis & Catherine Robinson 
Tel: 01483 281898 Email: office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk 
Office opening hours: Monday & Tuesday - 9-3pm   
                                                   Wednesday & Friday - 9-2pm 
                                                   Thursday - 12-2pm

Rector: Phil Herrington 
Tel: 01483 283821   Email: philherrington@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

Children’s and Youth Minister: Edd Cope 
Tel: 01483 808709   Email: eddcope@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

Communications Manager: Abby Cope 
Tel: 01483 808709   Email: commsmanager@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

Church Wardens: June Bailey Tel: 01483 283372
                                                  Phil Hill Tel: 01483 284093

Keep up-to-date with everything going on at St Mary’s:

Harvest Service & Lunch 
Sunday 25th September at 10.30am
St Mary’s Church, and afterwards at West 
Horsley Village Hall 

St Mary’s  
West Horsley

@stmaryshorsley

My earliest memory of Harvest was in Wales during the 
war, aged about 10. I was too young to know it, but our 
country was close to being starved into submission. 
German U-boats were inflicting a seriously heavy toll on 
food convoys.

The work of our own farmers was all-important. Harvest 
was therefore a time to be thankful, both to God for his 
faithfulness in providing “our daily bread” and also to 
those who grew it, manufactured it and delivered it to our 
shops. No wonder farmers were not called up for military 
service. No wonder, too, that Harvest services were then 
so special in our chapels and churches.

In a different way, agriculture had the same high priority 
2000 years and more ago in Israel. Life depended on 
crops and animals, and farmers depended on rain. Israel 
has always had a six-month summer drought ending with 
“the early rains”. As soon as the sun-baked earth could 
be turned, in about November, the soil was seeded. Then 
came the heavy winter rain, when growth began, followed 
by “the latter rains” of March to bring the grain to head. 
Given those wet seasons, there would be good crops of 
wheat and barley as well as lentils, peas, beans, various 
herbs and, of course, olives, figs and other fruits.

The failure of any of the rain seasons was critical. Farmers 
were also plagued by locust invasions and the hot sirocco 

Join us for our Harvest Service 2016. We will be having 
one service altogether, thanking God for all that he has 
provided for us. Afterwards, we will be having a Harvest 
bring & share lunch.  We would love to see you there!

winds. Wars were fought at Harvest so that the invading 
army could live off the land.

In view of all that, Pentecost became one of the great 
Jewish feasts, celebrating the first-fruits of Harvest. The 
Christian church inherited much from the Jewish faith 
from which it came, including the duty to be thankful to 
God for his never-failing care and provision.

Today, we are in danger of losing that sense of gratitude. 
Here in Britain, droughts don’t affect us, nor do U-boats 
any more. Produce of all kinds comes to us from all parts 
of the world and in all seasons. We have as much food as 
we want and much goes to waste.

So, what should Harvest mean to us? Two things 
at least. One – it’s the same God who gives the rain 
and the sun, wherever the crops are grown. We still 
depend on those gifts whether or not we choose to 
believe in him. Two – drought and starvation still 
exist in many parts of the world. While we thank 
God for all his blessings to us and our own country, 
there are any number of practical ways of helping 
those who have so much less than we do. If we 
can focus on those two things, Harvest can be as 
valuable and rewarding a time as it ever was.

Peter is a Lay Minister and regular speaker at St Mary’s. He lives in Horsley and tries to keep reasonably fit through golf!

Phil Herrington, Rector
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It’s a Penalty Campaign 
B Y  T H E  ‘ I T ’ S  A  P E N A L T Y ’  T E A M 
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Our founder, Sarah de Carvalho MBE, has been a member 
of St Mary’s and also founded one of our mission partners 
called ‘Happy Child International.’ She has worked with 
street children in Brazil for 25 years. Almost 7 years ago, 
she met Rose.

It was late at night and Rose was outside a motel in north-
east Brazil, standing with a group of other very young girls 
dressed up to look much older than they were. She told 
Sarah that, shortly after she had turned 11, her mother 
had sent her to the streets to beg for money because 
there was no food at home. Once on the streets, Rose, 
like other street children, was vulnerable to unscrupulous 
people who used her to make money.

Rose explained that her clients came from all over the 
world: Europe, America and Africa, as well as from Brazil. 
By the age of 16, Rose had given birth to two babies who 
she had given to her mother to look after. Rose had 
to keep on ‘working’ to provide money for her family.         

FIND OUT MORE ONLINE  WWW.ITSAPENALTY.ORG

She had lost all sense of self-worth; she had no hope, no 
future and knew no other way of earning a living. Rose 
was a silent voice in a world that couldn’t hear her cry 
for help but she met Sarah’s eyes and said, “Please do 
something to help us!”.

To us, Rose represents hundreds 
and thousands of other children 
in the same predicament around 
the world. In Brazil alone there are 
250,000 children like Rose who are 
being exploited and abused. ’It’s 
a Penalty’ harnesses the power 
of sport to protect these highly 
vulnerable children.

Whilst major sporting events are taking place, huge 
influxes of tourists put children in the host cities at a 
higher risk of exploitation and abuse.

Throughout the period of the Rio 2016 Olympics and 
Paralympics, we have been working in Brazil to prevent 
exploitation and abuse from taking place by raising 
awareness, educating about penalties for offenders 
and equipping people with tools to report a crime. Our 
campaign film, which features international sports 
superstars Usain Bolt, Denise Lewis, Cathy Freeman, 
Francois Pienaar, Gary Lineker and Tanni Grey-Thompson, 
is being shown on 9 international airlines throughout July 
and August, reaching a potential 30,000,000 passengers. 

These airlines include British Airways, Virgin Atlantic, 
Emirates, Virgin Australia, Iberia (subtitled in Spanish), 
TAP (subtitled in Portuguese), Ethiopian Airlines, TAM 
(subtitled in Portuguese) and American Airlines. 

The film has also been shown in hotels across Brazil and 
in the Olympic Park throughout the Games.

Alongside the campaign film, we’ve produced over 
100,000 wristbands, flyers and posters that are being 
distributed at stadiums, airports and hotels in Rio and 
other host cities by 700 volunteers during the Olympics 
and Paralympics.  At Gatwick and Heathrow Airports, the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office have been handing 
out our wristbands!

Despite great support so far, we are still needing 
to raise some funds to cover the costs of producing 
more campaign awareness materials. If anyone 
would like to donate to our campaign, please visit 
and follow the link for ‘DONATE’ on our website at                            
www.itsapenalty.org

“I’m delighted to support ‘It’s a Penalty’, as a 
mother and as an athlete who has travelled all 
over the world, understanding the plight of these 
young girls who are faced with sexual exploitation, 
particularly at major sporting events. We need to 
do something about it.”
Denise Lewis OBE,
former Olympic Gold Medal Heptathlete

‘It’s a Penalty’ aims to prevent the exploitation of children  
during major sporting events, such as the World Cup or the  
Olympic Games, by raising awareness amongst sporting fans travelling to the events, 
and worldwide, of these children’s increased vulnerability and equipping them with the 
mechanisms to report a crime - IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING.
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Getting to 
Know Dave 

B Y  D A V E  K I T C A T T

As far as I can remember, I can never recall a time when I 
wasn’t a Christian, rather I believed in God simply because 
my parents were Christians. I didn’t have any justifications 
as to why I believed in God, instead it was just a blind and 
passive faith. Another big factor in my ‘belief’ in God was 
the fact I have survived, at a very young age, two episodes 
of cancer as well as a liver transplant. Unusually, I am not 
required to take immunosuppression medicine to prevent 
organ rejection, since my body does not reject my liver. 
This is so rare and my parents have always believed that 
what I have been through is a miracle!

However, the time came, as I entered my early teenage 
years, when I simply began to ask questions about 
Christianity. I wasn’t doubting God’s existence, instead I 
was questioning God’s intrinsic character in order to find 
out more about Him. I believe there is a very important 
distinction between a question and a doubt. A question is 
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ELIZABETH

From Strictly 
Beginners... to 
Stepping Out
If you wander past West Horsley Village Hall on a Wednesday evening you will hear   
music and laughter, and may wonder “What’s going on in there?”

B Y  S U E  H O O K

About 2 ½ years ago, my husband, Andy, and I stepped 
out of our comfort zone to share our love of ballroom 
and latin social dancing with the people of Horsley. We 
had no idea how it would go but I always thought there 
was more to it than just us teaching people to dance. For 
some reason, our wonderful dance teacher, Andy Skilling, 
believed in us and knew we could do it even when we 
weren’t sure ourselves. I also felt that God was behind 
it, wanting me to use my gifts to bring people of the 
community together in a new way.

Through this shared interest, we have made firm friends 
with a lovely group of people we would probably 
otherwise never have met. Besides the dancing, we get 
together for drinks, meals and other sporting and social 
activities. Twelve of us even went away to France together 
last year!

In the summer of 2014, we put on a 1940s night, a 
community event which was a great success! Although 
it wasn’t a fundraiser, we did raise some money through 
holding a raffle, which we were able to donate to a local 
Leatherhead charity called B@titude.

Our most recent performance was in June at the Queen’s 
90th birthday street party in East Horsley. We had a great 
time performing the Cha Cha Cha on the main stage.

Social dancing is exactly what it says: very sociable, and 
a lot of fun! Dancing and chatting with each other, we 
have built up relationships and trust. Some of our dancing 
friends from St Mary’s felt secure enough in these 
friendships to invite others to the Alpha course that was 
held in Quaich at the start of the year. The result? Five 
dancers did the course together and are still meeting to 
explore Christianity further. This was an amazing answer 
to prayer and evidence of God at work in us, and with us 
all the way!

“We always look forward to Wednesday nights 
because it is “Strictly”: a fun way to learn new 
dances, including the waltz, quickstep, rumba, 
jive, salsa, tango and samba, with our ever patient 
teachers, Sue and Andy, and to enjoy the company 
of new friends. Some of our fellow dancers also 
introduced us to Alpha, a nine week course that 
gave us the opportunity to discuss our beliefs 
about Christianity and to hear the fascinating 
personal testimonies of others in the comfortable 
and nurturing environment of Quaich.”

We shall be running Alpha again in 
January 2017. Look out for more details 
on our website and in the Christmas 
edition of our magazine.

probing, trying to unpack and get deeper into a subject. 
A doubt on the other hand is somewhat of a stumbling 
block in your journey to an answer. This was particularly 
important for me because I have grown a passion for 
science. I wanted to see whether science and faith could 
be harmoniously brought together into a coherent 
worldview or if they were completely separate. I also 
asked myself other deep questions, including: ‘Why does 
a loving God allow so much suffering?’, ‘How can we trust 
the Bible?’ and ‘What is the point of this Jesus fellow?’. It 
was through the sermons of ‘Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries’, whose speakers include highly academic 
professors and doctors, that I started to gain answers to 
these questions and ultimately a deeper love for God.

Some of the main aspects that struck me were to do 
with the uniqueness of the Christian faith, compared to 
the other world religions, and the illogical implications 
that arise when one doesn’t believe in God. In order for a 
worldview to be true, it must answer four questions with 
the coherence of a worldview and with correspondence 
to truth: the questions of origin, meaning, morality and 
destiny. Christianity for me is the only faith that answers 
these four questions within these criteria. Crucially, 
however, I became amazed at who Jesus truly is and why 
He chose to be crucified on the cross for our sins and 
was resurrected for our righteousness, so that I’m able to 
have a relationship with God. Needless to say, I still have 
questions but it is through the asking of these questions 
and actively finding answers that my faith in God is 
continually increased. 

I would love to encourage you to use any questions 
you may have, about God, life, science or even 
religion, as a way to discover the truth of the 
unfathomable love and grace of God.

Dave is a member of St Mary’s and has been involved in our Children’s and Youth Ministry. He 

loves to play music and is off to University in September to study Chemistry. 
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WHAT’S ON FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU! 
If you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact  

Edd Cope – Our Children’s & Youth Minister 
01483 808709 or eddcope@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk
www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk/children-youth

NOAH’S ARK  
TODDLER GROUP

Thursday mornings (term time only) at 10am 
The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane 

ROOTS, CONSTRUCTION ZONE AND I.D.
SUNDAY MORNING GROUPS

Sunday mornings for all children and young people aged 0-15 years old at our 10:45am 
Contemporary Service at East Horsley Village Hall 

ENGAGE
Sunday evenings at 7-9pm 
School years 10-13 
CYM Minister’s house 

RECLAIM
Sunday evening once a month 

at 6:30-8pm, school years 6-13 
CYM Minister’s house 

 

We have a great time learning 
about God from the Bible 
together and looking at 
topics relevant for young 
people today. We play games, 
have drinks and food and 
spend time getting to know 
each other better. Come 
along and meet some friends 
as we look at the difference 
that God can make in our 
lives!
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Back for 2016!

Superheroes  
Party

We invite you to bring your family to our 

Saturday 29th October 2016 
East Horsley Village Hall 

4.30-6.30pm

Come dressed as 
your favourite 

Superhero
Bouncy Fun Run 

Sumo Suits 
Bouncy Castle and Soft Play 

Super Craft
Face Painting 
and more ...

This event is aimed at 0-11 year olds and is being run by St Mary’s Children and Youth Ministry as an alternative to Halloween. 

Tickets 
Adults & Children £2 each
to include entry, activities, hot dog and drink.  

Available from St Mary’s Church Office, 
Quaich and The Stockyard  
from Friday 9th September. 
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Loss B Y  G I N A  I S A A C ,  W I T H  A B B Y  C O P E

When you hear the word ‘loss’, what do you first think 
about? There are many types of loss that all of us will 
have to come to terms with throughout our lifetime:  
bereavement or loss of identity, independence, 

parenthood, intimacy, trust, status, inclusion or busyness. So let’s try to look behind 
the charade so many people play when they are with their friends and family, and 
everything seems so ‘alright and normal’ on the surface.

What about the person who is made redundant? The hurt, 
the feeling of being useless, the indignation and anger. No 
more interaction with friends in the office or workplace. 
Anxiety about the future and the loss of a secure salary 
and for many the sense that I have nothing to talk about 
when I meet people.

What about the great heartbreak of divorce that brings 
with it shame, guilt and a loss of confidence? A loss of 
the feeling that you are ‘in it together’ and can ‘cope with 
anything together’. The overriding sense of failure and 
anxiety. The ‘getting it right’ for the children now seems 
an impossible task.

As children leave home we miss the times when 
everyone was around, the mealtimes, the buzz of 
conversation, the family holidays and no-one now 
to share experiences with.

There is the person who has never found the right partner 
in the first place to make up a couple. The world seems 
to move in couples. An elderly single woman wrote with 
great longing, ‘I look at people who are grandmothers and 
I envy them, but what really worries me now is my terrible 
loneliness. All my friends have children. I’d like to have 
grandchildren; the awful truth is that I’ve got nobody to 
ring up.’

Another side to all of this are the couples who, very 
sadly, cannot have children. Not being able to join in the 
endless chat and discussion over their little ones, no joy 
of parenthood. The endless heartbreak and envious ache 

of pain as they watch prams and pushchairs, the game of 
football with Dad, the dancing class with Mum. The crazy 
games on the beach or in the garden, all denied to them 
and often colouring their entire personality and existence 
through life.

What about the loss of friends and ‘life as we know it’? 
Recently there was a lady being interviewed on the radio 
as she had reached the age of 103! The reporter asked the 
inevitable question: ‘What is the secret of your long life?’ 
The reply came…: ‘No peer pressure!’ All her friends had 
died, probably 10 or even 15 years before, so this lady had 
known endless losses. Having had an active life, a happy 
marriage and lots of friendship groups, she now found 
they had all died and so she had very little to do with her 
own earlier world. The rest of the family found it difficult 
to visit. Her own children were all now retired and in their 
80s and the grandchildren were all working and scattered 
over the world. She had to move out of her own home 
and was now living in a care home, which brought for her 
complete loss of identity.

For all of us who suffer the loss of a person really close 
to us of any age, be it a miscarriage, a tiny baby or toddler, 
family members, parents, right through to our greatest 
friend, no matter what the relationship is, the result is a 
numbing, heartbreaking, appalling gap in our lives that 
will never be filled.

Loss affects us all and these are all the sorts of scenarios 
you will find if you look behind the glib, off-the-cuff 
answer to ‘how are you today?’ The pain of life is there 

below the surface. A dear friend said to me a little while 
back, ‘Everyone thinks I am OK now because I go out to 
stuff and I laugh and take part, but I’m not. Inside, I am 
still breaking and SO lonely.’ His smiling face and engaging 
conversation were masking his huge sadness and the void 
in his life.

I have personally experienced loss in my life and the pain 
doesn’t go away. It surfaces every now and then, and 
even many years later. It is all part of the experience of 
life and, as a Christian, I am very aware of God’s love and 
comfort through the whole situation. I often think of the 
wonderful words from the Bible in Psalm 34: ‘The Lord 
is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.’ Jesus also said a number of times, ‘Do 
not be afraid – I am with you…’

Eventually, it becomes possible to separate the 
particular loss or event and put it into a different 
file in the brain, only to be opened at very carefully 
selected moments when it feels safe to do so; but 
this can take a very long time. So for us now, trying 
to bring comfort when someone we know or love 
experiences loss, I think it is all about just being 
there, to be present in some way, to listen, to talk 
and to give them a piece of your life that is solely 
for them.

As a Christian, I feel that the Bible can answer some 
questions for us that we may have about this. In Psalm 
139, it says: ‘Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can 
I flee from your presence? … If I rise on the wings of the 
dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your 
hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.’ 
There is so much encouragement and certainty in these 
words and a reminder that we are never alone. It brings 
unwavering hope to confound despair for the dying, the 
mourning and the watcher on the side lines.

At St Mary’s, we are here for everyone 
in our community who has suffered 
loss of any kind. If you would like to 
speak to someone about this further, 
then please contact our church 
office. We have a dedicated Pastoral 
Care Team who would love to come 
alongside you, offer prayer and share 
in your journey with you.

‘Forget Me Not’
Remembrance  

Service

Sunday 9th October 
3pm at St Mary’s Church 

A service of remembrance for anyone who has lost a baby or child 
at any stage of pregnancy, birth or afterwards. It doesn’t matter how 

long ago your baby or child died, or at what age, everyone is welcome 
at this special service where we can take the time to remember.

Refreshments will be served afterwards. 
  For more information, contact our Church Office on 01483 281898 or office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk 

www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk
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Noah’s Ark
B Y  T H E  N O A H ’ S  A R K  T E A M
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Noah’s Ark is the toddler group run by St Mary’s 
and it is a lovely meeting place for those looking 
after pre-school children in our local community.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/NOAHSARKWESTHORSLEY FIND OUT MORE ONLINE  WWW.COFEGUILDFORD.ORG.UK/NEIGHBOURHOOD-ANGELS

Noah’s Ark is a lively and friendly place to be on a 
Thursday morning. Mums, dads, grandparents, au pairs 
and childminders arrive with their toddlers and babies to a 
room full of fun activities.

The children can build and create with construction toys. 
They can play imaginatively with dressing up, a home 
corner and dolls. Ride-on toys, a playhouse, a tunnel and 
climbing frames get the children to explore and climb 
about. We lay out a soft play area for our youngest visitors 
with some squishy, squeaky baby toys. There’s always an 
opportunity to get a bit messy or sticky at our craft table, 
with the children’s creations pegged up to dry and be 
admired.

As a group, we love to celebrate each special birthday 
with candles, songs and claps. There are noisy, busy times 
when the room is full of chatter and laughter, happy 
shouts and occasional tears. But we have quiet times too 
when we share a story together on the play mats while 
the little ones have a drink and munch on their fruit and 
biscuit. The grown-ups are offered tea or coffee and can 
also enjoy a slice of home-baked cake, kindly provided by 
a talented team of ladies from St Mary’s.

We often have a simple theme for the morning to link our 
craft activity, story and songs and sometimes this includes 
reading a story from the Bible. We gather together for 
‘Song Time’ just before going home. A rousing rendition of 
‘The Wheels on the Bus’ or ‘If you’re happy and you know 
it’ is always popular and it is lovely to see the children join 
in all the actions with great enthusiasm. We sing a toddler 
group prayer together to finish the morning.

Throughout the year we have a few special events - we 
celebrate Christmas with a party, there is always an Easter 
treat and in the summer we spend a few of our mornings 
together in the park. Come and join in on a Thursday - we 
would love to meet you and your little ones and make you 
feel welcome.

Each Noah’s Ark session costs £2 for an adult and the first 
child, and £1 for each additional child over 1 year old. The 
money goes towards snacks, toys and equipment, gifts 
and special events.

“My son and I started going to Noah’s Ark last 
September after moving to the area in the summer 
and we look forward to it every week! We love 
going. The volunteers are so welcoming, warm 
and well-organised. I have benefited hugely by 
meeting local people and integrating into our new 
community. My son has learnt so many things I 
couldn’t list them all, but most of all he has learnt 
to play and share with other children.” 

CLAIRE & HENRY

Noah’s Ark runs from 10am-11.30am on 
Thursdays during term-time. We meet at 
The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane, West Horsley.

Destiny Africa Bring Joy To Surrey B Y  S Y L V I A  T A Y L O R

Kampala Children’s Centre (KCC) is one of St Mary’s mission partners and is the place 
Destiny Africa Children’s Choir (Destiny Africa) call ‘home’.

Destiny Africa’s visit to Surrey was part of their five month 
European tour. During their stay they visited schools, 
performed at concerts, lead worship at church services 
and joined in the fun with local youth groups. Many of you 
might have seen their great performance at the Queen’s 
90th Birthday Street Party at Kingston Meadows, which 
was extremely popular with people joining in and dancing! 
When visiting the many schools across the area, including 
the Raleigh and the Howard of Effingham, they took 
part in various activities, assemblies, music, singing and 
dancing. Members of the choir visited various classrooms 
to join in with the lessons. It was wonderful to see the 
interaction between the children in all of these activities 
but best of all was break time in the playground together!

“Children and teachers at the Raleigh School were 
delighted to spend time with Destiny Africa during 
their recent visit. The whole school greatly enjoyed 
the choir’s wonderful and inspiring performance. 
By the end, all the children and teachers were on 
their feet, enthusiastically joining in the singing 
and dancing! There was also an opportunity for 
some of the children involved in our joint weather 
project to meet each other. The Raleigh children 
wore their own clothes for the day as a fundraising 
activity. Enough money was raised to buy two sets 
of dictionaries for the Destiny Bridge Academy 
at KCC. The whole morning was a fantastic and 
meaningful experience and a real highlight of the 
school year. Thank you, Destiny Africa!”

The Raleigh School has been taking part in a weather 
project with the Destiny Bridge Academy at KCC. 
They have compared the rainfall and temperature at 
both locations and will be following this project up 
by comparing wind measurements. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for both schools and the project has been 
enjoyed by the children involved.

THE RALEIGH SCHOOL

B Y  R A C H E L  G U I L F O R D

Do you have a spare hour or two in your week 
to befriend someone in your neighbourhood 
who may be lonely or isolated?
Neighbourhood Angels is a befriending scheme run by the 
Diocese of Guildford’s Communities Engagement Team 
(CET) and funded through Guildford Borough Council. 

Isolation and loneliness can affect anyone and have 
a wide variety of causes, such as bereavement, poor 
physical or mental health, low confidence or a lack of 
family support. Neighbourhood Angels is open to anyone 

over the age of 18. Referrals come from a variety of 
individuals and professionals within the community, 
including friends, relatives, GPs, community nurses, social 
workers and churches.

The scheme is now branching out into the villages 
throughout the Borough including the Horsleys. In order 
to do this, we need the involvement and knowledge of 
local people.

Could you be an angel?
If you are interested in finding out more, getting 
involved or if you know someone who could benefit 
from the support of a Neighbourhood Angel, please 
contact: Rachel Guilford, Project Co-ordinator, 07796 
098077 or rachel.guilford@cofeguildford.org.uk 1312

http://www.facebook.com/Noahsarkwesthorsley
http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/neighbourhood-angels
mailto:rachel.guilford@cofeguildford.org.uk
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West Horsley Community Litter Pick
B Y  P A M E L A  H O L T

Meeting Point is a gathering of people (members’ age range is from about 55 years old 
upwards) who live within the local area of West and East Horsley.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT  WWW.HORSLEYSHUFFLERS.CO.UK OR WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/HORSLEYSHUFFLERS

B Y  L A U R A  M C C L U N G

FIND OUT MORE ONLINE AND FOLLOW THEM ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER  WWW.GRANGEPARKOPERA.CO.UK

A New Home For Grange Park Opera
This summer I was lucky enough to see Grange Park Opera’s (GPO’s) production of ‘Oliver!’       
(a post-GCSEs treat!). The show was fantastic and definitely left me ‘wanting more’!  
I really enjoyed my whole GPO experience, which included an interval picnic in one of the pavilions. As a massive 
theatre fan, I am really excited about the opportunities that the new ‘Theatre in the Woods’ will bring to West 
Horsley. I was also able to meet the company’s founder, Wasfi Kani, and ask a few questions …

I see that work on the new theatre has already started. 
How is it going ? We’re actually slightly ahead of schedule! 
By the end of August, the concrete substructure should 
be complete and the orchestra pit, ventilation labyrinth 
and basement back stage accommodation excavated.

It must be really exciting to design and build a brand 
new opera house. What aspect of this are you most 
excited about? Definitely the quality of the sound - our 
acoustics are going to be as good as Glyndebourne’s 
wonderful theatre.

Could you tell me about the design of the theatre? It’s 
a 650-seater modelled on La Scala in Milan. The intimate 
auditorium will have elaborate balcony fronts, a painted 
ceiling and huge columns soaring from floor to roof. 
The exterior will resemble the Mausoleum of Hadrian in 
Rome! It’s going to be absolutely stunning!

Will you be encouraging young people to attend your 
performances? Absolutely! No form of art can survive 
without engaging the next generation. On many nights 
we will be offering less expensive tickets for 18-30s and 
free tickets for 14- to 25-year-olds who haven’t heard live 
professional opera before.

Will there be opportunities for students to get 
involved/work at GPO? Yes, we need lots of young 
people to work during the festival, including ushers, bar 
and restaurant staff and car park attendants. Keep your 
eye on our website for details.

What do you have planned for your opening night? 
We open with Puccini’s Tosca in June 2017, (one of the 
most popular operas and great for first-timers) starring 
internationally acclaimed Maltese tenor Joseph Calleja. 
This will be a star-studded evening and we are looking 
forward to welcoming our friends and supporters to our 
new home. 

If anyone would like to become a friend of GPO how 
can they do this? The festival relies on donations to pay 
for the operas and we’re also raising £10m to build the 
theatre. There are many ways to support us and we hope 
that many of our new neighbours will join our GPO family. 
It can be done online or you can call Jack or Charlotte in 
the office (01962 737369).

Finally, using three words, how would you describe 
an evening at Grange Park Opera? Elegant, thrilling,         
life-affirming!

What’s this? Well, the Parish Council organise these twice 
yearly events and sometimes it’s a struggle to find willing 
volunteers with only the same stalwarts each time!

However, for our Spring Litter Pick this year, I was 
overwhelmed by the number of parishioners who turned 
up. Our Rector, Phil Herrington, along with his daughter, 
led the team in West Horsley Village Hall car park to 
collect their high vis vests, gloves, litter pickers and ‘Clean 
for the Queen’ litter bags.

It was very encouraging to see families, scouts and 
brownies taking part and enjoying refreshments in the 
Village Orchard afterwards. The photograph below shows 
the amount that was collected by this amazing band of 
people. Thank you one and all!

Horsley Shufflers Reach 250th Run
On Saturday 11th June 2016 the Horsley Shufflers running 
group completed their 250th Saturday run! The group’s 
first run was on 27th August 2011 when a handful of 
people set off from The Stockyard. The inspiration for 
the first run was Geoff McDonald with help from Su 
Johnston. Since then, the group has grown to around 60 
people, with 25 people regularly turning up on a Saturday 
morning. You may have seen some of them wearing their 
turquoise Horsley Shufflers running tops!

Since its beginning, the group has run every Saturday but 
with the start now having moved to Quaich Coffee Shop. 
Each run starts promptly at 8am and follows one of 18 
routes along footpaths and bridleways in the area. Runs 
are typically 10km but with options to shorten them. The 
group spans a wide range of abilities, includes both male 
and female members and covers a broad age range. As it 

is an informal group there are no fees, just people with an 
enjoyment of running or jogging, and socialising with a tea 
or coffee afterwards.

B Y  G R A E M E  V E R R A 

The date of our Autumn Litter Pick 
is: Saturday 24th September 2016.           
Join us at 10am in the West Horsley 
Village Hall car park. All equipment 
will be provided. We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Join us for 8am any Saturday morning 
at Quaich.Thank you Wasfi and good luck with your move to West Horsley. 1514

http://www.horsleyshufflers.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/horsleyshufflers
http://www.grangeparkopera.co.uk
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01483 281898
office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk
www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

St Mary’s Church 
Epsom Road, West Horsley,  
Leatherhead, Surrey KT24 6AP

St Mary’s Church Office 
The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane,  
West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6LQ

East Horsley Village Hall
Kingston Avenue, East Horsley, 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT24 6QT

Don’t  
Miss…

Men’s Stuff
Our get together with drinks and nibbles for local men to 
connect, build stronger and deeper personal relationships 
and explore our Christian faith together. Join us on the 
3rd Thursday of the month at 8pm. For the location each 
month, visit our website or call our church office.  

Wheel of Care
Mon-Fri 10am-noon, call 01483 281703
www.westhorsleywheelofcare.co.uk
Including Scrabble Club, Seated Dance Exercise Class, 
Movement to Music and Film Club

Small Groups
A big part of St Mary’s life! They are the best places to get to 
know other people, study the Bible together, learn how to 
live the Chrisitan life and be cared for. 
Happening at different times across the week.
Contact our church office on 01483 281898

Meeting Point at St Mary’s Church  
Join us for a Service & Ploughman’s Lunch for our senior 
members. Third Thursday of the month at 11.15 am. 

Remembrance Service 
Sunday 13th November, 10.30am at St Mary’s Chuch. 
Join us for Remembrance Sunday as we gather to have one 
service altogether.

9am Traditional Service  
at St Mary’s Church. 
10.45am Contemporary Service  
with Children’s groups for 0-15 years 
at East Horsley Village Hall. 

Our Sunday Services 

Heart + Soul at Quaich 
Our get together for local women to connect, build stronger 
and deeper personal friendships and explore our Christian 
faith together. Join us at 7.30pm for a coffee or glass of 
wine, with the evening starting at 8pm. We meet on the first 
Thursday of every month. We would love to see you there!

mailto:office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk
http://www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk
http://www.westhorsleywheelofcare.co.uk

