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We are your vibrant Anglican parish church in this village of West Horsley,  
seeking to follow Jesus Christ, shape our lives whole-heartedly around Him  

and be a blessing to you, our local community.

Welcome to this Christmas edition of the St Mary’s Church  
magazine, especially if you have moved to the village 
recently. West Horsley is a fantastic village and we  
hope you quickly feel part of it.  

Apparently, Richard Dawkins has declared that he’s now a Christian – at least of the  
cultural variety. He says he likes the hymns and carols, the liturgy, the ancient  
buildings - but not much more than that. 

It may come as a surprise to some to hear that Christianity is beginning  
to grow again in this country. A generation of young people, who haven’t  
heard the teaching and message of Jesus at school or from parents, are  
seeking out Church in greater numbers. They’re asking questions like ‘Is this  
really what life is about?’ and wondering what answers Christianity offers. 

Many adults seem to be reconsidering Christianity too, perhaps  
wondering whether they really understood what they were rejecting  
when that boring RE teacher, strict parent or overzealous friend put  
them off religion years ago. Intellectual thinkers like the historian  
Tom Holland, former atheist Ayaan Hirsi Ali, and even Katharine Birbalsingh  
(‘the nation’s strictest headteacher’) have all to varying degrees publicly  
come closer to, are reappraising, or have come to faith in, Jesus Christ.

The hymns and carols, liturgy and buildings are indeed beautiful but they all point  
to someone - Jesus. To those who believe he is who he says he is, he offers deep  
joy, contentment, a new sense of purpose, forgiveness (that oh so blessed gift!)  
an understanding of why you’re here, and a way of appropriating the love of God  
that is promised in the Bible and transforms your life.

In this magazine, you can read an article called ‘The King in a Manger’ which reflects  
on the first Christmas. In January we will be running our next Alpha course, a series of  
sessions where, alongside others asking similar questions, you too can reassess the  
Christianity you may have rejected, grown cold to, or are newly curious about.  
You can find out more on page 8.

You can also find all the dates of our forthcoming Christmas programme. St Mary’s does do a  
few good Carol Services. Villagers have been coming for nearly a thousand years. But no other  
gift will bring you more joy this Christmas than encountering Jesus for yourself. 
Is this the time? It will be great to see you! 

www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk 

As ever,  
Phil Herrington 
Rector
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Christmas Horsley Lunch Club 
Monday 2nd December, 12.30-2pm 
at The King William IV Pub, West Horsley
Join us for a festive lunch with carol singing! A great way to meet 
friends, make friends and enjoy conversation and company. 
To sign-up or for more info about the lunch club, please contact our  
Church Office on 01483 281898 or office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

Horsley Lunch Club meet on the first Monday of every month. Please note there  
will be no meeting in January as the pub kitchen is closing for alterations. 

Join us for a Christmas Sing-Along! 
Thursday 19th December, 7.30pm 
at The King William IV Pub, West Horsley
Just turn up to the pub on the night, grab yourself a favourite drink 
and sing-along to some of the best loved Christmas carols and songs.  
Come with friends - everyone welcome!  
We look forward to seeing you there.

Youth Christmas Party 
Friday 6th December, 6-8pm 
at The Wheelhouse, East Lane, West Horsley
For all young people in school years 6-13 
A evening of food, games and laughs! 
Don’t forget to wear your best Christmas jumper
The more the merrier, so why not invite a friend along to join in the fun

For any more info or to sign-up, please contact Edd at  
eddcope@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

News from our Childrens and Youth  
Minister, Edd and his wife Abby.
We are sad to say that Edd and Abby Cope will be leaving us in January 
2025, after twelve fabulous years in West Horsley.  
Arriving as a married couple, they joined St Mary’s, got stuck in and 
have never looked back. Now, they leave with their two boys in tow to 
be nearer to some of Abby’s family on the outskirts of Birmingham. 
We send them on with our gratitude for having played a huge part in 
the life of St Mary’s, the village and school.  
They shall be missed, but they leave with our love and blessing!
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R E V E R S E  A D V E N T  T E A M

This is a lovely place to live, isn’t it? 
Written descriptions of East and 
West Horsley often include words 
such as leafy, charming, peaceful, 
safe and many who live here love 
the community, proximity to  
London, facilities, countryside.  
Guildford and its surrounding  
villages still rank amongst the  
nation’s most prosperous places  
to live. There is plenty of plenty.  
All is well… isn’t it? 

When Reverse Advent first started, it was met 
with a little local and well-meaning  
incredulity: foodbank users? Here? In our area? 
What? Thankfully, since then the level of  
awareness has grown and there has been a  
consistent and significantly generous response to 
our annual appeal for contributions. Less  
thankfully, the need has also grown: our local 
foodbank for the Cobham area provides  
nutritionally balanced emergency food and  
support to local people (who have been referred 
to them) including quite a number in both East 
and West Horsley. Most food parcels go to  
families with children, but there has also been  

B Y  S U  J O H N S T O N

a rise in those from pension-aged households.  
If you want to find out more, the Trussell Trust  
report for 2023/24 is online at  
www.trussell.org.uk/news-and-research/ 
latest-stats/end-of-year-stats

In short, there is a very real need for Reverse  
Advent – but there is also a wonderful  
opportunity in it. Through November we, as a 
community, gather foods with a long shelf life and 
other essentials (and some Christmas luxuries); 
we then deliver them to a small number of local 
foodbanks and organisations so that they can be 
distributed to those who need them in good time 
for Christmas. 

It was from a desire to teach our young people 
about kindness that the Reverse Advent  
Challenge first began in Horsley almost a decade 
ago. Simply put, every day for a month, we ask 
you to collect an item of food, an everyday  
necessity, or a little treat or luxury and on  
collection day we gather it all up for distribution 
to people who do not have easy access to the 
things we sometimes take for granted. 

Our aims are not only to help towards the  
mounting need which IS on our doorstep here in 
Horsley (just not very visible), but also to involve 
our young people in the initiative so that as a 
community we build empathy and awareness.

It’s also a chance for us to come together and do 
something good. As anyone who has ever been  
involved will tell you – Reverse Advent Horsley 
makes your soul sing. It’s a lovely thing to watch 
someone (especially a child) bring a bag full of 
goodies that they have collected into the  
Wheelhouse (East Lane) on collection day.

2 0 1 9 2 0 2 1 2 0 2 42 0 2 2

We are so grateful for our regular supporters (you know who you are)... we couldn’t do it without you!

Some folk will have started collecting from  
1st November – but you can start any time in  
November at your home, school, office etc. We 
have lists but think long-life foods and other items 
– cans, dried foods, drinks, sanitary and personal 
hygiene items and perhaps some luxuries. 

You can follow us on Facebook to stay  
tuned and to get an idea of what is  
most needed and welcomed:  
www.facebook.com/reverseadventhorsley

Our community  
collection is on Saturday 
30th November at the 
Wheelhouse – bring your 
goodies anytime from 
9am to 12 noon and be 
a part of this wonderful, 
positive local initiative. 

Kindness makes us feel  
human, loved, cared for.
Whether we are being kind or 
on the receiving end of it, a 
kind act can be the bright spot 
in a tough day, a cause for a 
smile where there had been 
tears, an answer to a problem 
and a creator of connection 
where there had been  
isolation. 

Agree? 

Will you take part in Horsley’s Reverse Advent 2024?
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You may have heard that there is a plan to 
build a new Church Centre at the St Mary’s 
church site (on the A246 opposite West 
Horsley Place), and you may also be aware 
that we hope to update the church itself. 
We’ve been working on that plan for quite 
some time and thought it would be helpful 
to include an article here on the why and 
how of the project… 

The Rationale 
There has been an active church on the St Mary’s 
site for very nearly 1000 years. However, it’s a church 
with, essentially, just one room, which means that for 
decades only our 9am Sunday service has been held at 
the church. Our 10.45am family service, with  
children’s and youth groups, is held at East Horsley 
Village Hall (EHVH) – the only local building with  
sufficient accommodation.

Today, apart from weddings and funerals, the church  
is used on Sunday and Tuesday mornings and the  
occasional Sunday evening: most of our regular  
activities happen away from St Mary’s church.

Because of the low usage, there is a real risk that, over 
time, services at our wonderful Grade 1 listed church 
will become unsustainable and risk the church being 
mothballed.  Uniting Our Congregation  |  Serving Our Community  |  Building For The Future

Against that backdrop, we want to be ‘One Church’ 
with most of our activities at St Mary’s. A Church 
Centre on the St Mary’s site could be used by all the 
Sunday children’s groups, as well as our youth work, 
Noah’s Ark Baby and Toddler Group, Friday café etc. 

We also want to protect the church for the future – 
which is also achieved by bringing all our activities to 
the A246 site, ensuring that our ancient church is at 
the heart of all we do.

Our consultation process 
Having consulted first with our church members to 
establish clearly what we need, we then approached 
you, our local community, to find out what you 
thought and felt about our project. We also met with 
some key locals and organisations to gain deeper 
insights. 

Through this process, we identified some key local 
challenges – in particular social isolation and  
loneliness (predominantly for the elderly), the lack of 
activities and facilities for youth in the village, and a 
gap in support for those with very young babies –  
particularly first-time parents. 

We aim to help address these with groups we will run 
at the new Church Centre. These include our Baby and 
Toddler Group, and our Friday morning café which are 
currently held at the Wheelhouse on East Lane. The 
increased space and better rooms with a proper  

commercial-grade kitchen can allow these to flourish 
and expand. We already use the community minibus 
to transport people to the café, and we know that 
most visitors to the Wheelhouse drive, or are driven 
there, so we don’t believe the change of location  
to be an issue.

While the facilities will also be available for hire, for 
small functions such as wakes and smaller wedding 
receptions, our main focus is for church activities that 
serve our local community.

New Church Centre
In July of this year, we submitted a planning  
application for a new Church Centre. We need to be 
able to accommodate our existing activities, so we 
know we need three meeting rooms to allow the  
children’s groups to run while the adult service  
happens in the church. This will also provide a  
brilliant space for our Baby and Toddler Group and  
the Friday café. There will also be a church office, 
kitchen, toilets etc. 

Wheelhouse
We also have a planning application for the  
Wheelhouse site on East Lane - submitted on an  
outline basis for a single detached house. 

These two applications are linked because proceeds  
of the sale of the Wheelhouse site would help fund 
the new Church Centre, though no final decision has 
been taken on the sale: that depends on our overall 
project funding position.

As well as the funding considerations, the Wheelhouse 
has outdated (and poor) facilities and the new Church 
Centre will replace the community facility. As lovely as 
it would be to have our church on East Lane, we know 
that just isn’t practical: a single new dwelling with its 
own access would be an improvement, with a  
significant reduction in vehicles accessing the site  
and parking on East Lane. 

Updating the Church facilities
Once the new Church Centre is built, we plan to  
update the church itself. In 2030 St Mary’s will  
celebrate its 1000th year! Our plan is for a  
sympathetic update to allow better use of the space, 
more comfort for its users (including removal of the 
pews) and better refreshment and toilet facilities.  
Our church is growing and we want to unite our  
congregation, continue to serve our community and 
equip ourselves for the future.

Your involvement and feedback
Throughout the consultation, we’ve been deeply 
encouraged by the positive feedback: in particular 
by the high regard for St Mary’s and the contribution 
we make to the local community, and we are looking 
forward to being able to do more.

If you would like to be kept up to date with the project 
please do visit the buildings page of our St Mary’s 
website at www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk   
You can also sign up for our email updates there. 

If you have any questions,  
concerns or encouragements 
please do email the building 
team directly at  
buildproject@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

B Y  S T  M A R Y ’ S  B U I L D I N G  P R O J E C T  T E A M
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St Mary’s has established a Bereavement Team as part of becoming  
a ‘Bereavement Friendly Church’. We recognise the need for people  
to have a safe place to process their grief after a loss. 
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B Y  T H E  S T  M A R Y ’ S  B E R E A V E M E N T  J O U R N E Y  T E A M

OTHER USEFUL LINKS
To find help at a time of loss: 
At a Loss - www.ataloss.org
Care for the Family - www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
support-for-you/family-life/bereavement-support/
Church of England - www.churchofengland.org/ 
life-events/funerals

We have run the Bereavement Journey Course, 
created by Holy Trinity Brompton (HTB), several 
times since 2021. It is for anyone, whether they 
have a faith or not. Being bereaved is one of the 
most difficult times in life, which can impact you 
for weeks, months or years - sometimes even a 
lifetime. 

During seven weekly evening sessions, 
course guests are encouraged to  
explore their loss, gain a better  
understanding of where they are on 
their journey and achieve new  
meaning and hope for the future. 

Each session involves a short video presentation, 
followed by discussions covering topics including: 
attachment, separation and loss, anger and guilt, 
loneliness and the pain of grief, and adjusting to 
change.

Members of the St Mary’s Bereavement Team have all  
received training as facillitators for the Bereavement  
Journey Course and in helping people process their grief. 

 

‘The course has helped me 
face issues that I was not 
facing. The team were very 
caring and helpful’ - Pat 

‘I was very impressed 
by the videos and  
discussions and  
decided to join the 
Bereavement Team for 
the next course’ - Peter

‘The course helped to 
make sense of the many 
confusing thoughts and  
emotions surrounding 
the grieving process.  
I would highly  
recommend it’ - Sue

The next course starts on 
Thursday 27th February 2025

If you would like support from the Bereavement 
Team or to book a place on the course, please 
contact Catherine, in confidence, at  
St Mary’s Church Office on 01483 281898
Or for further information please email  
office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

To view the Bereavement Journey Course  
promotional video, please visit  
www.thebereavementjourney.org
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A relaxed and friendly course exploring the 
difference Christianity makes to our sense 

of identity, meaning and purpose in life

Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that  
freely explore the basics of the Christian faith.  

The talks are designed to encourage conversation in  
a friendly, open and informal environment.  

No question is out of bounds and you are free to  
discuss as much or as little as you wish.

Each session includes a short talk/video and a discussion at the 
end where you can share your thoughts. At any point,  

if you think Alpha isn’t for you, that’s not a problem. There’s  
no pressure, no follow up and no charge.

Alpha will be starting  
at St Mary’s in  
January 2025

For more information or to  
register interest about doing Alpha,  
please contact our Church Office  
at office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk  
or 01483 281898
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S T  M A R Y ’ S  O C C A S S I O N A L  P R E A C H E R
Luke’s story of the birth of Jesus will once more this 
Christmas be read, re-read and listened to by many. 
It begins with those words we know so well: ‘In those 
days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world.’

As Roman Emperor, Caesar was the most important 
man in the world. Imagine the presidents of America, 
China and Russia rolled into one. He was known in 
Rome as ‘son of a god’. One word from him, and 
thousands in his empire had to travel to their family 
home to register, among them Joseph and Mary.
Perhaps Luke uses deliberate irony in starting his  
story like that. We’d be hard -pressed to imagine a  
less-powerful, less-privileged person that first 
Christmas night than the babe who had to sleep in  
an animal feeding trough.

Today, many parents-to-be pack an overnight bag and 
work out the best route to the hospital, so as to keep 
the great arrival as stress-free as they can. What a 
difference!

Everything in the story points to how lowly the baby 
was. The irony is clear in the contrast of the birth 
in Bethlehem with Caesar’s opulence, power and 
reputation in Rome. Jesus’ beginnings could not have 
been more humble. And yet, his eventual kingdom 
would far outstrip the now-forgotten glories of Rome. 
Luke didn’t know it then, but it’s estimated that  
2.4 billion people now practice some form of 
Christianity; that is, about one third of the world’s 
population is Christian.

Before he left heaven to come to earth, the Son of 
God was rich beyond anything Caesar or we could 
imagine. But for our sake, he stooped to be not simply 

a human being but to begin life in a dirty, smelly barn. 
He did it, so that we might inherit great spiritual 
treasure.

That’s the ultimate point of Luke’s contrast. He wants 
us to see that Jesus is no normal king. He wasn’t born 
like the kings we know. He didn’t live like them. He 
certainly didn’t die like royalty. But he is still God’s 
promised King.

What things or people or activities in the world today 
are we tempted to worship as more powerful than 
Jesus?

Let’s take time this Christmas, maybe in the quiet of 
our own hearts, to thank Jesus for all he did for us. 
And amid all the power plays of our world, ask God to 
let us see the true greatness and majesty that slept 
and cried in that food trough.

As St Mary’s wishes its readers all of heaven’s 
blessings, let’s also pray we will not set too high a 
priority on the excesses of a glamorous Christmas.

The King in a Manger

‘How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters in.’ 
O Little Town of Bethlehem
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All of our Christmas Services will be held at St Mary’s Church, Epsom Road KT24 6AP 
(Free car parking available to the rear of the church)

Family Carol 
Service 

with children’s choir 
Sunday 8th December at 10.30am

Family Christmas 
Communion 

Sunday 15th December at 10.30am

Carols by 
Candlelight 

Sunday 15th December at 7pm

Pub Carols 
at the King William IV,  

The Street, West Horsley 
Thursday 19th December at 7.30pm Family  

Friendly

Christmas at St Mary’s

A Christmas Story 
with carols

Sunday 22nd December at 10.30am

Christingle Service 
children can come dressed as 

angels or shepherds
Christmas Eve at 3pm

Midnight Mass 
Christmas Eve at 11pm

Christmas Day 
Celebration 

Wednesday 25th December at 10.30am
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Fundraising

Completed so far... Currently In progress...

There has been quite a lot of dialogue about the 
plans to build a new Church Centre next to St Mary’s 
Church on the A246 (opposite West Horsley Place), 
and to update the church itself  - I hope you have 
heard some of it! After many years of prayerful 
consideration and consultation we have submitted a 
planning application for the Church Centre and are 
now in praying, waiting, watching, hoping mode…

As for the church itself, in 2030 it will celebrate no 
less than a thousand years in existence, since Saxon 
times the current church building has housed Christian 
worship and fellowship! Our plan is to refresh it: 
removing the pews, improving the toilet and kitchen 
facilities, and generally making changes that enable 
us to use it more widely. We don’t need planning 
permission for that, instead we will get a licence from 
our diocese (it’s called a ‘faculty’).  

If and when our application to Guildford Borough 
Council is approved, we know we will have a bit of a 
funding mountain to climb. It surely won’t surprise 
you to know that the cost of planning and building is 
high - add to that the fact that it’ll be sited close to 
the Grade 1 listed church, outside the church walls on 
a very rough patch of land, and you can see why it’s 
even more costly for this particular build.

We’ve already made a start: perhaps you came to the 
first Beetle Drive (£470 raised) early this summer, 
or you contributed all your small change coins for 
our children’s Money Mile (£569), or maybe your 
young people came to our Movie Marathon (£480), 
or you may have contributed or bought stuff in our 
Really Nearly New Sale (£1,100) or contributed to 
our StMaryBay online sales, in which case thank 
you! We’ve also seen thirty eight people sign up to 
support us through Easyfundraising (£450 so far 
and counting). All of these events have also  been 
important in helping us spread the word of the project 
- it’s about the money of course, but not just about 
the money. We’ve had some wonderful conversations, 
answered lots of questions and received lots of helpful 
feedback.

There’s a wonderful quote from Tenzing Norgay 
which I have edited a bit (forgive me) and which feels 
apposite, even though he was talking about Everest:
  

We’ve been close before, but this time feels different.  
There’s a sense of urgency: if we don’t do anything 
we believe there’s a very real risk to the viability of 
the church building (more on that on our website 
and in the article on page 6-7) but on a more positive 
note, we’ve already made it over many of the hurdles, 
already been encouraged by our congregation and 
our community (not without addressing concerns and 
queries, naturally), and already made a significant 
start on raising the funds we need. We have over £1m 
pledged or received, including gift aid, but will need at 
least as much again - more if we are to complete both 
projects in time for the millennium celebration of the 
St Mary’s Church.  

It’s worth re-stating here that by definition 
we are a people of Faith: we strongly 
believe that we need God’s help to deliver 
this project, and though we are prepared 
for it to take time, we also know that it will 
give us opportunities to work together and 
strengthen our relationships as a church 
and as a community. We are so looking 
forward to being able to do more for our 
villages with buildings that are fit for 
purpose. 

Can You Help?
If you would be prepared to contribute to the project - 
as a one-off, regularly or through a legacy, please visit 
the Building Project page on our website at  
www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk to find out more. 

If you have an idea for a fundraiser you would be 
willing to run or host, please make contact - we have a 
fundraising team who will help to facilitate your idea. 

If you know of a fund we could apply to, or are willing 
to volunteer to help our fundraising team please make 
contact with our church office - we’ll be delighted to 
hear from you. 

‘We look up. For weeks, for 
months, that is all we have 
done. Look up. And there it is- 
the mountain we have to climb. 
Only it is different now: so near, 
so close. It is no longer just a 
dream, but a real and solid thing. 
We make ready. We will climb it. 
This time, with God’s help, we will 
climb on to the end’.

Please do follow us on social media, or sign up to 
receive email updates - we have a whole host of 
wonderful entertaining and useful fundraising  
events planned and we’d love to invite you.   
 

Some future ideas to look forward to...

-  -  -  -  -  -

More details about current fundraisers...
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Introducing Rachel
B Y  R A C H E L  C L A R K

S T  M A R Y ’ S  C U R A T E

In July I was delighted to join the staff team at  
St Mary’s and since then I have spoken to lots  
of people at church and in the village. But you 
might like to get to know a bit more about me  
and my family…

I am married to Adrian, and next year we will be  
celebrating 25 years of marriage! 

We have two dogs, a border terrier-cross called 
Doodle and a cocker spaniel called Montgomery. 
They are both quite old now and are a bit lazier 
than they used to be, but we still enjoy going out 
for walks with them on our days off. Doodle is still 
very good at disappearing for ages in a bush and 
comes out very much in her own time, and Monty 
continues to chase every squirrel he sees. 

But they are much easier to run after now that they 
are older and slower, and our walks are definitely 
less stressful than they used to be!

Family

Hobbies

Career
My undergraduate degree was in Music,  
specialising as a jazz vocalist and playing the piano 
and cello. After my degree I qualified as a music 
and creative arts teacher and taught music in a  
secondary school for three years. 

Ordination
I was brought up in a church-going family and was 
fortunate to have been taught the basics of the 
Christian faith by my parents and grandparents 
growing up. But I heard the gospel message about 
Jesus Christ at an event my friend invited me to at 
the age of 13 and I decided I wanted to make Jesus 
the Lord of my life then and there and have  
followed him ever since. 

In 2014, Adrian and I experienced a tragedy which 
led me to spend some time really questioning my 
faith and asking God to show me where he was in 
the midst of our pain. During that time of doubt 
and questioning, God showed me his love and 
reminded me of his continual presence through all 
circumstances, both good and bad. 

I am a sports fan and enjoy watching sport both on 
TV and live. I support Liverpool Football Club and  
I avidly follow American Football (NFL) holding a  
season ticket for the games that are played in  
London every year. 

I enjoy watching cricket, tennis and... pretty much 
any sport you can think of! Adrian and I like to  
kayak together (but only when the weather is 
warm) and we have recently had a holiday in  
Cornwall where we explored coastal towns and 
beaches by kayak.

Shortly after Adrian and I got married in 2000, we 
moved to Uganda to work with the Watoto  
Children’s Choir where I was the vocal coach and 
Adrian was the sound engineer. We toured  
Scandinavia and the Southern States of America 
with the choir before returning to the UK where I 
picked up my teaching career in secondary schools 
and a school for children with behavioural and 
emotional needs. 

In 2008 I set up a music business in Oxford which 
quickly grew large enough for me to be able to 
employ a team of teachers who taught a range 
of instruments in people’s homes and in schools, 
delivered music workshops, ran choirs, and assisted 
schools with their musical productions and  
concerts. 

After a couple of years, we also began helping 
churches connect with their local communities  
by supporting them as they ran holiday clubs,  
community choirs, dance and drama clubs, and  
children’s praise parties. This was an incredibly fun 
and rewarding period of my life, but in 2013 Adrian 
got a job in a new area, so I handed the business 
over to a staff member and picked up teaching  
Performing Arts and Music Technology in a  
secondary school.

My faith and understanding of who God is grew  
significantly and I began to sense God encouraging 
me to start exploring the possibility of ordination in 
the Church of England. I was reluctant at first but 
the prompting grew stronger and so, in 2019,  
I started what is known as ‘the discernment  
process’ where I went on a journey to consider 
whether I really was being called to ordination, 
which took me about three years. 

I started my theological 
training at St Mellitus  
College in London in 
2022, was ordained at 
Guildford Cathedral 
in June 2024, and now 
here I am at St Mary’s, 
beginning ministry as a 
curate in West Horsley!
curate@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk
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A Ranger’s Experience  
of Eco-Church B Y  R O M A N  Z I S C H K A

S T  M A R Y ’ S  E C O  T E A M

                                   In December 2022 I started my        
                                   new job as Ranger at Hatchlands       
                                   Park and as the new key 
                                   representative I moved with my    
                                   family into one of the Courtyard  
                                   Cottages on site. At the same time, 
                                   we started attending St Mary’s and 
                                   had a warm welcome into the  
                                   church community. My interest in 
                                   wildlife and its protection soon got 
                                   me in touch with the church’s  
                                   Eco-team where I was again   
                                   welcomed with open arms.  
                                   St Mary’s had recently earned its       
                                  Eco-church Bronze Award and we 
started discussing activities for 2024. We began with 
a new Eco-page on the church website to promote 
our vision and make practical suggestions through 
monthly Eco-tips (please check it out for yourself at  
www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk/eco-church). This was 
followed by a Wildlife Photography competition during 
the summer which had over 30 entries.

After trimming an overgrown Leylandii hedge behind 
the Rectory together with some members of 
St Mary’s Men’s Fellowship, we decided to dispose of 
the quite large amount of clippings by constructing 
a ‘dead hedge’ on site. This offers a valuable habitat 
for a number of wild creatures that can build nests, 
hibernate or simply find food and shelter in it. We 
have been using dead hedges a lot in the woodland of 
Hatchlands Park over the last year.

There is a general principle for those of us who own 
some land around our houses: we tend to like nice tidy 
gardens, no piles of leaves or twigs lying around. But 
wildlife – like hedgehogs and other small mammals, 
reptiles or amphibians – needs exactly those piles! 
We enjoy the look of a short, well fertilised lawn; 
wildlife on the other hand needs the long grass, 
with wildflowers (some call them weeds!) mixed in, 
growing in unfertilised soil. Let’s give the wildlife a 
chance, in some part of the garden at least. What 
about dismantling your Christmas tree after it has 
served its purpose and turning it into a little eco-pile?  
I am clearly getting carried away here!

‘The Eco-team gives me the 
opportunity to contribute to St Mary’s 
what I have learned, and continue to 
learn, through my work and interest.’

We are a small group of like-minded church members 
who want to infect others with our enthusiasm for 
creation and its protection. Of course, land use is just 
one aspect of what we need to consider. The church’s 
new building project aims to be eco-friendly.  
Our refreshments after the Sunday service are 
with fair-trade coffee, tea and sugar and we avoid 
disposable cups, plates and cutlery, care for efficient 
energy use and consider various lifestyle issues.  
We also support local initiatives like the Blue Hearts, 
Repair Café and the clothes swap.

If you would like to contribute ideas, lend a practical hand or have any  
questions, please contact us by email at stmarysecoteam@gmail.com  

I have no doubt that getting involved in this way is both a service to future 
generations and to God, who entrusts us with the care for his creation.
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What’s on at St Mary’s?

Sundays

Traditional Morning Prayer/Communion Service 
9am at St Mary’s Church
Contemporary Service with children’s groups  
for 0-15 years 
10.45am at East Horsley Village Hall

Reclaim Youth Group for school years 6-13 
5-6.30pm at The Wheelhouse, East Lane

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group 
10-11.30am at The Wheelhouse, East Lane

The Wheelhouse Cafe
Free coffee, cake and conversation 
10.30am-12noon at The Wheelhouse, East Lane

Tuesdays Said Communion Service (with refreshments) 
11-11.30am at St Mary’s Church

Thursdays

Fridays
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Mondays Horsley Lunch Club (Monthly on the first Monday) 
12.30pm-2pm at The King William IV Pub
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Join us for our Christmas Party  
on Friday 13th December

We would love to welcome you at the Café to meet up with friends and neighbours 
over complimentary coffee and home-made cake. Just pop in and give it a go!  

You will find a friendly and sociable atmosphere.

Every Friday from 10.30am-12noon

1
8

The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane, West Horsley KT24 6LQ

The Café originally opened in early 2018, to provide a safe space to gather for those  
who wanted company close to home. Our volunteers, who are mostly from within  
our two villages, have been invaluable to the success of the Café which could not  
function without them! 

Lifts are available from the Horsley Community Bus 
To book a lift, please phone St Mary’s Church Office on  
01483 281898 before 1pm on a Thursday 
£2 Contribution, towards running costs of the bus
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“We come out of choice. We really enjoy it. It’s stimulating company, friendship and fun!  
Even the first time we found welcome and smiles.

Don’t miss out on the chatter and sharing experiences – if you’ve been on a trip then tell  
someone about it! 

We are all as important as anyone else, whether older or younger we make our impression,  
so come to the Café to give and receive.

What do our visitors say? 



01483 281898
office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk
www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

St Mary’s Church 
Epsom Road, West Horsley,  
Leatherhead, Surrey KT24 6AP

St Mary’s Church Office 
The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane,  
West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6LQ

East Horsley Village Hall
Kingston Avenue, East Horsley, 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT24 6QT

A full list of our Christmas Services and events can be found on page 11   

Family Carol Service 
with children’s choir 

Sunday 8th December at 10.30am

Carols by Candlelight 
Sunday 15th December at 7pm

Christmas at St Mary’s

Christingle Service 
children can come dressed as angels or shepherds

Christmas Eve at 3pm

Christmas Day Celebration 
Wednesday 25th December at 10.30am

Family Friendly


