
Easter 2025

With our best wishes for a veryWith our best wishes for a very
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We are your vibrant Anglican parish church in this village of West Horsley,  
seeking to follow Jesus Christ, shape our lives whole-heartedly around Him  

and be a blessing to you, our local community.

www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk 

As ever,  
Phil Herrington 
Rector
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Sundays

Tuesdays

Thursdays

Fridays

Traditional Morning Prayer/Communion Service 
9am at St Mary’s Church

Contemporary Service with children’s groups  
for 0-15 years 
10.45am at East Horsley Village Hall

Reclaim Youth Group for school years 6-13 
5-6.30pm at the Wheelhouse, East Lane

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group 
10-11.30am at the Wheelhouse, East Lane

The Wheelhouse Cafe
Free coffee, cake and conversation 
10.30am -12noon at the Wheelhouse, East Lane

Said Communion Service (with refreshments) 
11-11.30am at St Mary’s Church

What’s on What’s on at St Mary’s?at St Mary’s?

How quickly things can change. On the world stage, alliances 
and agreements that have made for peaceful decades have been 
thrown into jeopardy; and in the fight between good and evil 
playing out in Ukraine, self-interest and wealth creation may 
determine the outcome more than steadfast support. And by the 
time this lands on your doorstep, it could all have changed again.

As we live and work, raise our children, pay the bills and cheer on 
from the touchlines down at the football club, how are we to live?  
We may find ourselves worried about the world our children 
will grow up in. We might be tempted to tell 
ourselves it will all be OK and dig our heads 
in the sand. We might become news 
junkies, avidly keeping up to date 
with the latest breaking news 
or heading to our favourite podcast 
to help us make sense of it all. 

I suspect that one option many people in 
the village won’t think about is wondering 
what the Bible says about all this, which we are the
poorer for. The Bible is nothing if not painfully realistic 
about the state of the human heart, the selfishness that 
resides there, and the outworking of that in the world. 

In uncertain times we crave a leader who will take control and calm our fears. Yet 
Psalm 146 reminds us “do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who 
cannot save.” We might be confused about why this is happening. Yet in John 16, 
Jesus very clearly warned his disciples “in this world you will have trouble, but fear 
not, for I have overcome it.” 

We need to help our children and grandchildren navigate a world that is much 
riskier than it has been for a very long time. The truth of Easter helps us to do that. 
From what looked like defeat and dismay on Good Friday, Easter Sunday finally 
arrived, where death and evil were supremely defeated. Easter reminds us that in 
the bleakest of time, there is always hope. It also reminds us of who is ultimately in 
control.

As hard as it can be sometimes, I encourage you to try not to fear the future and instead 
take Jesus at His word and trust Him. If you have one, why not pick up the Bible again, 
look at something like Mark’s gospel, and learn about Jesus for yourself.  And I hope you’ll 
consider joining us this Easter at one of our services, it would be great to see you. 

Hello!Hello!

We have occasional 10.30am Whole Church Services 
and 6pm Evening Services at St Mary’s Church
— see website for latest details
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The 
Significance 
of Easter

Edmund is taken captive, and it is the 
magnificent, all-powerful Lion, Aslan, who 
secures his release. He saves Edmund but, in 
return, has to offer his own life to the Witch 
instead, as a sacrifice. Susan and Lucy can 
only stand by and watch from a distance. They 
are powerless to help as their friend Aslan is 
tortured and slain. With all hope gone they stay 
with Aslan’s lifeless body overnight. The next 
day, they are amazed to witness Aslan come 
back to life. With their fearless friend by their 
side, they head back to fight the Witch and win 
the battle once and for all.  

C S Lewis, the story’s author, wrote the book 
as an allegory of the Christian faith. The all-
powerful, all-loving lion, Aslan, arrives on the 
scene and willingly offers himself as a sacrifice 
so that Edmund can be freed from the Witch’s 
captivity. Just when it looks like the Witch has 
won and the evil forces are triumphant and the 
children are in despair, Aslan, representing the 
power of good and a force for justice, defeats 
the witch and her armies and rises again 
victorious over evil and death.  

On Easter Sunday, Christians across the world 
celebrate the most important day of the 
Christian calendar. Like Aslan, Jesus, the Son 
of God, has been brutally mocked, tortured 
and killed on Good Friday. Like Lucy and Susan, 
the disciples were left bereft, disillusioned and 
disappointed; they felt all hope was gone. Their 
Saviour lay in a tomb, the entrance covered with 

a stone and soldiers standing on guard. They 
had to come to terms with the fact that this 
man they had loved, trusted and believed in, 
was dead. But the story did not end there. 

Three days later, the tomb was discovered 
empty, the stone rolled away and the grave 
clothes left inside. Jesus was alive! Just like 
Aslan, he had risen from the dead and appeared 
to many people. Easter is often thought of as 
a time of renewal and rebirth; for Christians it 
represents the new life and new beginning we 
receive when we choose to follow Jesus. As 
his disciples we become part of his family. He 
promises that, like Aslan, we will be resurrected, 
to spend life in eternity with Him. No matter 
what personal battle we are going through 
today, Jesus wants to walk through it with us. 
Susan and Lucy feel invincible when Aslan is 
with them. They are safe in his care. If we have 
Jesus with us we need never be afraid. We are 
safe knowing he is in charge of our lives. As I 
sat in the children’s cancer ward with my two 
year old son, I was able to read the Bible and 
find comfort in the fact that my Aslan, Jesus, 
was with us. To have a Saviour who is alive, 
who knows all about you, who is for you, who 
loves you enough to die for you and is fighting 
your battles ahead of you, is a wonderful thing, 
and this is what I will be celebrating on Easter 
Sunday. 

In the story of The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe by C S Lewis, four children 
enter a wardrobe and travel on a magical 
adventure through Narnia, which sees
them in a battle with the evil White Witch.

The greatest day in history
Death is beaten, You have rescued me
Sing it out, Jesus is alive.
The empty cross, the empty grave
Life eternal, You have won the day
Shout is out, Jesus is alive.

The songwriter, Tim Hughes, sums it up 
beautifully in this joyful Easter song:

B Y  S U E  K I T C A T T You are invited to 

Celebrate Easter 

Sunday 13th April: Palm Sunday Service at 10.30am 

Monday 14th April: An Evening of Prayer and Praise at 7pm

Thursday 17th April: Maundy Thursday Service at 7pm

Good Friday 18th April
Churches Together in Horsley and Ockham

Outdoor Service on the Village Green
10am at Station Parade, East Horsley

 (outside Quaich)

Easter Sunday 20th April
Family Easter Celebration at 10.30am

with us

Easter Services 
at St Mary’s Church
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H o r s l e y ’ s  W h e e l  K e e p s  T u r n i n g

Establishing the West Horsley Wheel of Care was a 
millennial project led by Gina Isaac, a member of St Mary’s. 
The initiative was supported by St Mary’s Church Council 
alongside other community organisations and the newly 
renovated St Mary’s Daughter Church building in East Lane 
was renamed the Wheelhouse as it 
was the hub for the Wheel of Care 
telephone and the first clubs.

 

There are times when we all need to know 
that someone cares, and at its core, the main 
aim of Horsley Wheel of Care is to ensure 
that people living locally do not become 
socially isolated and can still get out and 
about to appointments or to meet up with 
friends. Horsley Wheel of Care is a locally 
operated charity, run by a large team of 
dedicated volunteers who give their time and 
resources to provide transport and support 
clubs to improve the lives of local residents.

Horsley Wheel of Care as we know it today 
came to be with the merging of West Horsley 
Wheel of Care and East Horsley Care in May 
2023. This community organisation under its 
different names has been an essential part of 
Horsley life for many years and has gathered 
recognition and awards along the way. In 
2015, West Horsley Wheel of Care was 
awarded The Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service, the highest award a voluntary group 
can receive in the UK.

West Horsley Wheel of Care began 25 years 
ago with an open meeting at West Horsley 
Village Hall to discuss neighbourly care in 

the village, because helper numbers were 
decreasing while needs were growing. 
Gina Isaac, petitioned for volunteers to get 
involved in a new scheme to support and care 
for the elderly, organising transport as well as 
clubs and activities for older residents in the 
community. Over 60 people at the meeting 
signed up to be volunteers on the spot. 

A month later, the local parish magazine 
carried an article announcing that a steering 
group had been formed, volunteer numbers 
had grown to over 80, with a target of 100 in 
reach, and the wheels were well in motion 
for this new organisation. There was huge 
excitement that so many people wanted to 
play their part. 

There were no emails or texts in those 
days — prospective volunteers collected 
forms from the local newsagent, or called 
Gina’s landline. Meanwhile the hub and 
telephone base were set up to run from the 
Wheelhouse in East Lane.  

East Horsley Care, formed a little earlier but 
on a more informal basis under the umbrella 
of our neighbours at St Martin’s Church, also 
offered a similar scheme.

Over the 25 years, volunteer numbers 
have consistently remained around 100 
- with around 10 still remaining from the 
original cohort. But today, our community 
organisations face similar challenges as 
those faced a quarter of a century ago — the 
demand for support grows, and volunteers 
across village organisations are spread thin.   

At that first meeting Gina Isaacs said ‘We 
need many volunteers to spread the load, 
so that the commitment for each one is not 
burdensome. This will also ensure that there 
is always plenty of back up so people can say 
‘no’ when necessary and not feel guilty’. 

This remains the aim today as the Wheel 
of Care fulfils around 70 jobs each month. 
We take people on local errands and to 
medical appointments, alongside helping 
people to get to our popular scrabble and 
seated exercise clubs. Today, communication 
with clients and volunteer drivers is all run 
through a mobile phone that is passed from 
one duty officer to the next. To manage 
expectations for new volunteers, we suggest 
to all our volunteers that they aim to do one 
drive each month. It really is a case of many 
hands make light work.
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What Do Our Volunteers Do?

Volunteer Drivers 
On average, volunteers give between one and 
two hours per month, normally driving a cli-
ent to and from the Medical Centre or shops. 
Volunteers can choose the days and time of 
day when they can help and can always say 
“No” when they are called by a Duty Officer.  

Duty Officers
Our team of duty officers each volunteer once 
a month, answering phone calls from our 
clients requesting lifts, and matching those 
requests to volunteers who can take them. 
We have a robust system that keeps track of 
everything ensuring that requests are spread 
as evenly as possible across our volunteer 
team.  

Club helpers
Alongside our core driving activities, we 
support two weekly clubs that encourage 
companionship, friendship and exercise, with 
teams of volunteers who are helpers at these 
clubs — scrabble on Tuesdays and seated 
exercise on Wednesdays.

  
We would love you to join us as a volunteer. We seek to add 25 new volunteers to the 
team. If you would like to be part of this great community organisation and could 
do on average one drive a month, please get in touch. You can call our friendly duty 
officers Monday to Friday 10am to 12 noon on 07788 552 767.

Can you help?

B Y  J U D Y  Y O U N G
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Every Friday from 10.30am-12noon
The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane, West Horsley KT24 6LQ

B Y  S U E  H O O K

After being airlifted from the scene, and spending 
months in hospital, we are relieved and delighted 
that he has now made a full recovery, but it could 
have been a completely different story. We know 
and appreciate that there are many other families 
who face very different outcomes from major 
accidents and we feel very blessed and thankful 
to have such a positive outcome and want to 
acknowledge this and also share our experiences. 

There were four very experienced police firearms 
officers on their way back from training that day. 
They took a different route to normal, and they 
were in an unmarked car which wouldn’t normally 
have had medical kit in it, but that day it did. Being 
off-duty they wouldn’t have known about the 
accident via their radios. They also stopped for 
fuel – had they not done so they would have been 
ahead of the accident instead of seconds behind it. 
Had they taken their normal route they wouldn’t 
have been there at all.

Our son was agitated, so the fact that there were 
four of them meant he could be held still while his 
helmet and leathers were carefully removed. When 
someone suffers a brain injury their jaw locks shut, 
making it impossible to check the airway and put a 
tube down the throat. How amazing that they had 
the medical kit with them and knew how to use it. 
They were able to put a tube in his nose and give 
him an oxygen mask, but he still wasn’t getting 
enough oxygen.

While one officer was carrying out CPR, the others 
set up a defibrillator. Due to the lack of oxygen the 
defibrillator advised shocking, which they did. An 
ambulance was on its way, but this was vital care in 
those early stages.

His condition led to the Air Ambulance Charity Kent 
Surrey Sussex (KSS) being called to the scene. The 
location of the accident close to a golf club enabled 
them to land safely nearby. The timing of the 
accident (just before dark) allowed them to fly him 
to St George’s in Tooting rather than much further 
away. Any later and they wouldn’t have been able 
to land there.

The junior doctors’ strike started that day, 
which led to our son receiving treatment from 
experienced consultants in intensive care. Just 
another piece of this intricate jigsaw.

We have been very fortunate as a family to meet 
both the Air Ambulance team and the police 
officers who treated our son that day and saved 
his life. We cannot thank them or the staff at St 
George’s enough for all that they did!

For me, there are just too many coincidences 
for this not to have been divine intervention. 

We are part of the St Mary’s West Horsley 
church and throughout the very difficult times 
we all experienced, we knew our church family 
was holding us in their prayers and praying for 
complete healing for our son, and for strength for 
us as individuals and as a family to get through 
each challenging day as it came. We believe God 
honoured and answered all these prayers and 
when the specialists and consultants at
St George’s Hospital said our son’s healing was 
miraculous, we knew it to be true — God’s hand 
was at work in all our lives. We are eternally 
grateful. 

Coincidence 
or Divine 

Intervention?
On 3rd January 2024 our son 
was involved in a terrible 
motorbike accident. He had 
some injuries to his body, 
and suffered a traumatic 
brain injury. I am a volunteer and would like to welcome you to 

join us. We offer friendship as well as good coffee 

and a selection of delicious home-made cakes. We 

have a community bus, just a phone call away to 

bring you and take you safely back home again. 

I initially attended a bereavement course at the 

Wheelhouse and from that I have made many 

lovely friends within a safe and caring environment. 

Look forward to seeing you! Pat

I look forward to 

Friday coffee morning at the 

Wheelhouse; from Community Bus pick 

up to meeting others in a social, friendly, 

warm space with companionship, delicious 

home-made cafes and coffee. What’s not 

to like! Thank you Wheelhouse Team for 

organising  a lovely social time out. 

Ann

There’s always a cheery welcome when you arrive at the Wheelhouse Cafe. You are no sooner seated than a selection of delicious home-baked cakes arrive. I go along on my own, so I really appreciate meeting up with old friends and newcomers – there’s always something interesting to talk about in the warm, relaxing atmosphere. After a laugh and a chat, and a ride home on the Community Bus, I am guaranteed to feel altogether cheerier and full of new ideas. Pam
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

PROPOSAL TO REUSE GRAVES IN THE CHURCHYARD OF 

St Mary’s Church, West Horsley 

Notice is hereby given of the intention to reuse old graves in  

one area of St Mary’s churchyard  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s churchyard provides areas for coffin burials and a 
separate area for the interment of ashes for the parish of West 
Horsley. We are running out of space for new burials and 
without reuse of old grave spaces, the churchyard would close 
to coffin burials in the near future.  

Grave reuse is when a grave over 75 years of age is used again. Grave reuse has been permitted in 
Church of England churchyards since time immemorial and has already occurred historically in many 
churchyards around the country. Considering that St Mary’s Church is nearly 1000 years old, it is 
likely that grave space has already been reused many times before records began. 

The majority of graves in the area of the churchyard that we propose to reuse are more than 100 
years old. The few graves that are less than 75 years old would remain untouched. The existing 
memorials and headstones will be left intact, and we will reuse the unmarked graves around them.   

Reuse of graves in this area will allow us to accommodate up to 80 graves, which will give the parish 
burial space for many years to come.  
 
The PCC of St Mary’s are keen to ensure that the views of the congregation and the Parish are taken 
into account before a decision is made to apply for a faculty to do this work. They would like to hear 
your views for or against the proposal and answer any questions that may arise. Please share your 
views or raise any questions on the proposal by emailing office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk and the 
churchwardens will respond if they are able. This consultation will remain open until 31st May 2025. 
 

Signed:                                                                                                                Date: 24th March 2025 
                  

                     Rev Phil Herrington, Rector at St Mary’s West Horsley 

This is a fundraising event for St Mary’s Building Project

This is a fundraising event for St Mary’s Building Project
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01483 281898  office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk   www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

St Mary’s Church 
Epsom Road, West Horsley,  
Leatherhead, Surrey KT24 6AP

St Mary’s Church Office 
The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane,  
West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6LQ

East Horsley Village Hall
Kingston Avenue, East Horsley, 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT24 6QT

Sunday 20th April Sunday 20th April 
10.30am at St Mary’s10.30am at St Mary’s

This will be a family celebration for all ages, including 
activities for children and refreshments after the service.

You’re invited......You’re invited......

Come and celebrate Come and celebrate 
Easter Sunday with usEaster Sunday with us


