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We wish you a very Happy Easter

Who are we?
We are your vibrant Anglican parish church in this
village of West Horsley, seeking to follow Jesus
Christ, shape our lives whole-heartedly around
him and be a blessing to you, our local community.

St Mary’s Church Office, The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane, West Horsley, KT24 6LQ
Email: office@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk
Tel: 01483 281898
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WHO ARE WE?

As I write these introductions, I am always
conscious that I am writing to the
village and every time I wonder what
might help the nearly four thousand of you
who call West Horsley home. In this season, I am
urging you not to rush back to ‘how things were’
as the Covid-19 restrictions are slowly lifted.
Instead, I would urge you to take the time to
reflect upon the past year and the impact it has
had upon you and your family. What has been
difficult, and why? What would you like to do
differently in light of the past year? What have
you discovered that really matters? What, in the
way you live, will you not go back to but will leave
behind.

Last year, the Church of England launched a freephone, 24 hour, telephone
service called Daily Hope, where people can ring in for daily encouragement,
prayers, music and exercise. They have now added ‘sleep well with daily hope’;
it is a series of gentle and relaxing reflections to help you sleep.

In April we have a three-part teaching series called
‘Processing the Pandemic’, which is designed to
help us think it all through so the experience is
not wasted. It should enable us to emerge stronger
and (maybe even) wiser in how we live, use our
time, and play our part in this community. As
Easter reminds us, God is in the business of
resurrection, bringing new life out of seemingly
desperate situations. Perhaps you’re facing
something that seems utterly bleak, something
akin to Good Friday. Yet because of Easter Sunday,
there is hope. We’re aiming to have an outdoor
service on Easter Sunday (restrictions and weather
allowing!) and we’d love to see you there!

Phil and Louise Herrington

For many of us the past twelve months have
been searingly painful at times, either because
we have felt overwhelmed or we have felt totally
isolated and/or abandoned. Some will have
quite enjoyed the enforced slowing and may even
feel lockdown’s lifting takes away some kind of
protective shield against life’s difficulties. Our
experiences will of course be different but, whilst
we may all be in separate boats, we’ve been in the
same storm.

philherrington@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

WELCOME

www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

Unsurprisingly perhaps, this Spring magazine
reflects upon the impact of the pandemic from a
number of angles. Inside you can read the account
of someone involved in rolling out the polio
vaccination programme in the 1960s, hear how
the youth group has helped teenagers navigate the
challenges they’ve faced together and, given the
number of people in the country who have died,
read a timely article on the hope Christianity offers
in the face of death. I hope you’ll be encouraged
but perhaps also challenged as you read.
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You are invited to join us for our online Sunday Service at 10am via our website or,
when restrictions allow, we have a 10am service at St Mary’s Church that requires
pre-booking — do contact our Church Office if you would like to book seats.
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WHY WE SING

In 2020 singing became a ‘high risk’ activity of the
pandemic – and across the land congregational
song in our churches fell silent. So too did the UK’s
choir community that, at a latest count, numbered
over 40,000 choirs with an estimated 2.8 million
people in their combined membership. However,
it wasn’t long before people found virtual ways
to keep singing alive. I am involved with making
music at both St Mary’s church and also with
Horsley Rocks, our local community choir that was
formed in 2019 less than a year before lockdown.

For me, 2020 has been a time of developing
new skills through the world of ‘digital audio
workstations’ such as GarageBand, which has
become a lockdown hobby for this middle-aged
mum! As Christmas approached, it was a welcome
challenge to work with the St Mary’s community
producing music for our online carol services and
also to reactivate Horsley Rocks with well over 100
households participating in a Zoom Christmas Sing
Along. The irony about making music together
on Zoom is that everyone is on mute. It sounds
impossibly strange – but there is still a joy in
the communal sharing of music, even on mute.
It works so well that we have even gained new
members over this time!

The personal health benefits of singing are well
documented with positive effects on our physical,
mental and emotional wellbeing. In addition,
there are further gains that come from the shared
experience of singing in a group. There have been
several studies that show that the joint sense of
purpose coming together in harmony boosts mood
and wellbeing and can even alleviate depression and
anxiety.
So rather than ‘why we sing’ perhaps we should
be asking the question ‘why don’t we sing?’ In
running a community choir, I have been struck by
how many people wistfully tell me that they can’t
sing. Hardly anyone joins our choir without first
apologising for their inabilities. In the past year, our
members have had to step out of their comfort zone
and record themselves in isolation to take part in
shared projects. The amazing thing about mixing
these voices is that nearly every single voice on
its own can, in places, sound a little shaky, unsure,
even occasionally scared of the notes. But when
you combine them into one song the result is a
powerful, confident, joyous sound.
There is a song ‘Why we sing’ by Greg Gilpin that
aptly describes this: ‘A sound of hope, a sound of
peace. A sound of love, a sound so strong. Music
is a language that can speak to one and all. This is
why we sing, why we lift our voice, why we stand
as one in harmony.’
We are all called to live together in harmony – the
shared voice of a choir is a good place to be. My
dearest hope is that, as 2021 progresses, we will
all be drawn to sing together again. Churches,
weddings, funerals, school halls, sporting crowds
will all be filled with song – and that in Horsley, our
own community choir will return in harmonious
united voice. Will you join us?

You can get in touch by emailing Judy at horsleyrocks@gmail.com

Have you sat with someone you love as they die?
It’s a moving moment you never forget. One of the
tragic consequences of the pandemic is that many
have been prevented from doing it. It can also be a
challenging moment. What happens to that loved
one? Where are they now?
Before trying to give an answer, let’s remember
that Easter Day is often called Resurrection Day,
marking the day Jesus Christ rose from the dead.
It’s the most important day in the Christian year –
for these mind-blowing reasons....
1. Jesus’ empty tomb confirms he was and is the
Son of God. Many today won’t accept that, even
though they may grant he was a good man and a
great teacher. Yet, he himself said he was God’s
Son, and that he could forgive sins and offer a new
kind of life. How can he be ‘good’ if that was a lie?
Either he really is what he said, or he is not. And if
not, why trust him at all?
It’s the resurrection that takes away doubt and
stops us thinking like that. He said he would rise
after three days, and he did. No other religious
leader has done anything like it.
2. Jesus also said we can be forgiven for every
wrong, but only if we trust him and believe that
is why he came to our world. It’s his resurrection
that fulfils that promise. God put his seal of
approval on all that Jesus did and taught by
bringing him back to life.

BY PETER DAVIES

3. And this especially helps with that question we
started with, ‘Where is that loved one now?’ For
several weeks after reappearing, Jesus was with his
friends. He had a new kind of body, but they knew
who he was. He was showing them that physical
death is not the end. He had overcome that final
barrier.
Thirty years ago, I sat with my mother as she died
in a hospital bed in Wales. So far as I could tell,
but we can never be sure, she was not conscious.
She had told me she was ready and indeed wanted
to die. My last words to her were the 23rd Psalm
in Welsh, which she had taught me long before. I
knew instinctively when her last breath came and
went. But where was she now?
You and I consist of body and soul. At death,
the life of the body ends. The soul, however, is
immortal. The Bible teaches that, for those who
have believed in Jesus Christ, the soul goes at
once to be with him in heaven. There, it stays for
the general resurrection yet to come, when this
present world will end.
My mother knew with no shade of doubt where
she was going, and to whom. What a wonderfully
reassuring way to die! And because Jesus is now
alive for evermore, that same absence of fear and
sense of assurance and security can be ours too.

‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won’

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

BY JUDY YOUNG

“Where are they now?”
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Why We Sing
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YOUTH & COMMUNITY

om Reclaim
Young person fr
(Youth Group)

This is why we consider it a huge
privilege to have been able to
continue to support, as best we
can during this past year, the
children, young people and their
families that we work with. A lot
has been happening over Zoom
(which many of us now have a
love-hate relationship with!)
and we are very much looking
forward to when we can once
again safely meet together in
person. During this time though,
we’ve seen young people
regularly engaged despite any
Zoom overload that might have
been felt due to homeschooling.
The driving force behind this,
as it always has been, is the
unique heart and culture of our
community.

What makes our community
attractive to children and young
people you might ask? It’s
the sense of value that they
experience. As Christians, we
believe everyone is made in
God’s image and likeness and
therefore we all have intrinsic
equal value. This is what shapes
our culture and the value we
place on each person, rather
than it being based on having
shared hobbies and interests or
even shared beliefs.
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I have two sons and knowing
they’ll get to experience being
part of a place outside of the
family unit where they’ll know
they are valued and accepted,
no matter what they go through
in life, is a powerful thing. It’s
great to know they’ll have a
place where they can honestly be
themselves to engage and work
through what they think. They
won’t be brainwashed or forced
to believe the same as everyone
else but they’ll be accepted
as they are. Yes, at St Mary’s
we want everyone to have
the opportunity to explore for
themselves who Jesus is, what a
friendship with him is all about,
and what a community shaped
by friendship with him is like, but
this is never the condition for
them being valued and included
within the group.
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Many of our young people and
their parents would say they
aren’t Christians, but the parents
are happy for their children to
want to come and be a part
of our community. They know
they’ll get to have a laugh, chat,
play games, eat snacks and go on
social events like escape rooms
and bowling. But most of all,
they’ll have a space where they
can be real about who they are
and what they are going through
and know they’re valued as they
work and think through what life
means to them.
If you’d like your children, grandchildren, friends to experience this
community for themselves, then why not check out the groups that
we run during the week. There are weekly groups for children and
young people as part of our Sunday services and a Sunday evening
group for young people. And we are hoping to set up an after
school café for young people in the year ahead, when restrictions
allow. We also host a wide variety of special events every year.
All the information about what we currently have on offer can be
found on our website or through contacting me, Edd Cope, the
Children’s and Youth Minister at St Mary’s.
BY EDD COPE

eddcope@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

YOUTH & COMMUNITY

Over the past year, throughout
the pandemic, we’ve been
reminded powerfully that we
are social beings; as the old
saying goes ‘no man is an island.’
We can’t exist by ourselves; we
thrive in community whether
we’re an introvert or extrovert.
So this year has been hard for
all of us, including the children
and young people of our village
– many have felt isolated from
the usual communities they’re a
part of: sports clubs, friendship
groups, school communities and
hobbies.

t
Paren
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Youth &
Community

In 1796, British doctor Edward Jenner
demonstrated that an infection with
the comparatively mild cowpox virus
provided immunity against the deadly
smallpox virus. This innovation quickly
made the practice of developing
vaccines widespread.

Who cares?

The Wheel does!
BY AMANDA DE HAAST

Sixty years ago, there was a need for vaccine to tackle a different pandemic – poliomyelitis.
Getting the vaccine to more remote areas involved some difficult travelling conditions.
Brian Male, a member of St Mary’s congregation, recalls the role he played in distributing
vaccine during the 1960s.
In 1492 Columbus may have sailed the ocean blue
but in January 1962 when we sailed from Liverpool
to St Johns, Newfoundland, it was grey-green and
beset by westerly gales from when we left the
shelter of the Irish coast till we hit pack ice 100
miles off the Newfoundland coast. With 50ft waves,
we were seasick for the week long journey, living on
a giant rollercoaster that threw us repeatedly from
our bunks even with bunk boards up.
Life improved when we saw Cape Spear, the nearest
point in the New World to Britain, we soon entered
St John’s Harbour which was dominated by the
Marconi Tower, from whence the first transatlantic
radio message was broadcast to Cornwall.
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A N OT H E R VAC C I N E

My post in Public Health involved running a forty
bed fever hospital, notification of infectious
diseases, acting as GP to the unemployed in the
St John’s area as well as immunisation campaigns.
The feared pandemic then was poliomyelitis usually
a summer risk and spread by contact, air and
hand to mouth. Paralysis of limbs and respiration
followed – sometimes temporary, sometimes
permanent. Treatment was supportive, which
included nursing in a cylindrical bed with port
holes for nursing care. Respiration was managed by
creating and releasing a vacuum either manually
with a lever or mechanically with a pump until
recovery. Patients needed to be turned frequently
so intensive care was required.
The Salk vaccine for polio was available from 1961
but it was by injection and did not produce gut
immunity. The Sabin vaccine released in the spring
of 1962 was given orally, competing with wild virus
in the gut, reducing transmission and producing
a good antibody response. In preparation for a

polio immunisation campaign, I spent time in the
hospital library reading up the literature: out of 50
million vaccine doses only 20 adverse, non-serious,
reactions were noted – a ‘dream’ drug.
The vaccine was delivered in St John’s and larger
towns by Health Visitors in clinics, using the
telephone to contact individuals as well as a
publicity campaign. But for the outports, small
fishing villages on the coast, it was delivered by
seaplane. So, on a fine September morning we
climbed on board the seaplane. The pilot spread a
map across his knee, took a compass bearing on a
distant headland, taxied down the lake and we were
airborne in an open cockpit. We set down in several
ports, where a motorboat would come to collect
the vaccine for the cottage hospitals, including the
port at Trinity where, two hundred years before us,
Edward Jenner’s nephew had brought the smallpox
vaccine to give the first vaccinations in the New
World.
The flight back to St John’s gave me time to reflect
on the honour of continuing Jenner’s pioneering
work and the small part I played in eliminating
poliomyelitis from the world.

West Horsley Wheel of Care is here to assist any person residing
in the parish of West Horsley. The Wheel offers help, support,
information, transport and a range of activities for exercise,
companionship and friendship.

WE MISS YOU!
Yes, we are still transporting clients to medical
appointments and vaccinations, collecting
prescriptions and doing their shopping but we miss
everything else. We miss the chatter and noise as
old friends meet up over a game of scrabble or
enjoy a film on a Monday afternoon. We miss the
laughter and singing as people enjoy the Seated
Dance class, and we miss welcoming new members
to our clubs.
At the end of last year we managed to have three
Seated Dance classes before we went into Tier 4
and it was so much fun to be back. The class had
to be very carefully planned within strict guidelines
but that did not deter our regulars. They were so
relieved to be back doing something normal, even
if singing was not allowed. For some it was the first
time they had been out for months other than for
medical appointments.

During lockdowns, the West Horsley Wheel of Care
committee contacted all clients to see if we could
be of any help with shopping, prescriptions etc.
We also enquired if they would like a Telephone
Support Buddy to call them on a regular basis. We
are very grateful to those volunteers who offered to
be buddies and are continuing to keep that contact
going.
We took a positive step towards some kind of
normality when Surrey County Council offered
vaccinations for all our volunteer drivers irrespective
of age/category. This was wonderful news and
reassuring for those drivers who are still accepting
jobs. 40% of our volunteers found themselves
isolating or opting out for a variety of reasons
but thankfully we are also very much quieter as
everyone stays home. We have put in place Covid-19
guidelines and carried out Risk Assessments to make

sure our volunteers are as safe as possible without
going into full PPE – that is beyond our resources
and remit! That phrase ‘How are you?’ has taken
on so many meanings, and is always asked from a
distance!
At the end of September we said goodbye to
Gina Isaac, our founding president. Gina made the
tough and bold decision to leave the Horsleys after
over 40 years and she moved to Hampshire to be
closer to her family. It is now 21 years since she set
up the West Horsley Wheel of Care and we plan to
celebrate our 21st birthday with a splendid tea party
at the recently restored Place Farm Barn at West
Horsley Place. We hope this will take place in late
July (but we also have a date in late September on
hold, just in case).
We recognise that this pandemic has been very
difficult for many and, where we can, we will try to
help to ease some of those stresses. If you know
of someone who could do with some support and
help, please call the Duty Officer, tel: 01483 281703,
Mon-Fri, 10am to noon, or check out our website:

THE WHEEL OF CARE

BY BRIAN MALE

If you are interested in a volunteering role, please
do contact us.
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Memories of Another Vaccine

www.westhorsleywheelofcare.org

WHAT’S ON FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER GROUP
Noah’s Ark isn’t currently meeting but you
can still enjoy songs and stories with them
on their facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
NoahsArkWestHorsley/

There are three children’s groups that operate during our Sunday Morning Service
Roots (0 to Reception age) Construction Zone (school years 1 to 5) I.D. (school years 6 to 10)

Heritage Funding
for St Mary’s
We are really delighted to say that St Mary’s has
been awarded a Heritage Fund Grant of £25,000
from the government’s £1.57bn Culture Recovery
Fund. This is specifically for the repair of the buttress
on the north west wall. As many of you know, St
Mary’s is a grade 1 listed Church; (and) the grant,
only available to Heritage buildings, makes a massive
difference in enabling us to continue to care for
the building we all love. So we’re grateful to the
government, and to Hazel Black and Chris Puddle
who put so much work into the application.
Renovation work will begin mid-March and is
expected to take ten weeks.

Easter Scavenger Hunt

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU!
For more information about any of our children’s groups,
please contact Edd Cope, our Children & Youth Minister:
01483 281898 or eddcope@stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

Collect a free Goodie Bag containing your clue sheet
for the hunt, an Easter treat and craft activity —
available from Thursday 1st April at Quaich or
the Wheelhouse on East Lane
The scavenger hunt will run throughout
the Easter holidays (2 weeks)

S C AV E N G E R H U N T

We seek to teach the Bible in an engaging and relevant
way while enjoying games, activities and prayer.
When we can’t meet in person, we provide videos with
stories and songs for our youngest children and we run
activities using Zoom for older age groups.

Bring some fun to the holidays with our family scavenger hunt around Horsley!
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CHILDREN & YOUTH

On Sunday evenings we have our youth group
called Reclaim for young people in school years 6-13.

Celebrate Easter
at St Mary’s

Palm Sunday Service
Sunday 28th March at 10am
Group Ministry Service on Zoom
Monday 29th March at 7.30pm contact St Mary’s Church Office for Zoom details
Maundy Thursday Communion Service
Thursday 1st April at 7.30pm
Good Friday Service
Friday 2nd April at 10am
Easter Sunday Outdoor Service
We would love to see you on Easter Sunday
Sunday 4th April at 10am, St Mary’s Churchyard
Due to current circumstances, these services are subject to change.
Services may be in person at St Mary’s, online or via Zoom.
Please see St Mary’s website for latest details nearer the time.

www.stmaryswesthorsley.co.uk

We would love to see you!
St Mary’s Church, Epsom Road, West Horsley, Leatherhead, Surrey, KT24 6AP

